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The subject of this book is limited to the abstract form or "logic" of science (as applied particularly to
scientific sociology). The chief aim is to compress, to simplify, and to organize into an easily understood and
reasonably well-documented scheme some principal answers to questions such as: What makes a discipline
"scientific" in the first place? What are theories, empirical generalizations, hypotheses, and observations; and
how are they related to each other? What is meant by "the scientific method?" What roles do induction and
deduction play in science? What are the places of measurement, sampling techniques, descriptive statistics,
statistical inference, scale construction, tests of significance, "grand" theories, and "middle-range" theories?
What parts are played by our ideas concerning logic, causality, and chance? What is the significance of the
rule of parsimony? How do verbal and mathematical languages compare in expressing scientific statements?
The intended use of this book goes beyond these abstract questions. The discussion presented here may serve
a practical role in the sociology and history of science by providing a framework for reducing the enormous
variety of scientific researches--both within a given field and across all fields--to a limited number of
interrelated formal elements. Such a framework, it is hoped, may prove useful in assessing empirical
relationships between the formal aspects of scientific work and its substantive social, economic, political,
and historical aspects. Wallace identifies four ways of generating and testing the truth of empirical
statements--"authoritarian," "mystical," "logico-rational," and "scientific," and considers each in depth. As he
concludes, "In science (as in æeveryday life') things must be believed to be seen, as well as seen to be
believed; and questions must already be answered a little, if they are to be asked at all." This is a work of
synthesis that merits close attention. It provides an area for viewing theory as something more than a review
of the history of any single social science discipline. Walter L. Wallace is Professor of Sociology Emeritus at
Princeton University. He is also the author of Sociological Theory: An Introduction, and Principles of
Scientific Sociology, available from AldineTransaction.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Morales:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will require this The Logic of Science in Sociology.

George Finch:

With other case, little people like to read book The Logic of Science in Sociology. You can choose the best
book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book The Logic of Science in
Sociology. You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad
you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can
open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Sondra Spencer:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the The Logic of Science in Sociology is kind
of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

John Barrow:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Logic of Science in Sociology was bright
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Logic of Science in Sociology
has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can
read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any
it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.
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